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(2) The designation of the presiding 
officer shall be in writing. A copy of 
the designation shall be served on all 
parties. 

(b) The presiding officer, for all hear-
ings, shall be bound by all applicable 
laws and regulations. 

§ 99.3 Records to be public. 

All pleadings, correspondence, exhib-
its, transcripts of testimony, excep-
tions, briefs, decisions, and other docu-
ments filed in the docket in any pro-
ceeding may be inspected and copied in 
the office of the Assistant Secretary. 
Inquiries may be made at the Adminis-
tration for Children and Families, 370 
L’Enfant Promenade SW., Washington, 
DC 20447. 

§ 99.4 Suspension of rules. 

With notice to all parties, the Assist-
ant Secretary for Children and Fami-
lies or the presiding officer, with re-
spect to pending matters, may modify 
or waive any rule in this part upon de-
termination that no party will be un-
duly prejudiced and the ends of justice 
will thereby be served. 

§ 99.5 Filing and service of papers. 

(a) An original and two copies of all 
papers in the proceedings shall be filed 
with the presiding officer. For exhibits 
and transcripts of testimony, only the 
originals need be filed. 

(b) All papers in the proceedings shall 
be served on all parties by personal de-
livery or by certified mail. Service on 
the party’s designated attorney will be 
deemed service on the party. 

Subpart B—Preliminary Matters— 
Notice and Parties 

§ 99.11 Notice of hearing or oppor-
tunity for hearing. 

Proceedings commence when the As-
sistant Secretary mails a notice of 
hearing or opportunity for hearing to 
the Lead Agency. The notice shall 
state the time and place for the hear-
ing, and the issues which will be con-
sidered. A copy of the notice shall be 
published in the FEDERAL REGISTER. 

§ 99.12 Time of hearing. 
The hearing shall be scheduled not 

less than 30 days nor more than 90 days 
after the date of the notice of the hear-
ing furnished to the applicant or Lead 
Agency, unless otherwise agreed to, in 
writing, by the parties. 

§ 99.13 Place. 
The hearing shall be held in the city 

in which the regional office of the De-
partment responsible for oversight of 
the Lead Agency is located or in such 
other place as the Assistant Secretary 
determines, considering both the cir-
cumstances of the case and the conven-
ience and necessity of the parties or 
their representatives. 

§ 99.14 Issues at hearing. 
(a) The Assistant Secretary may, 

prior to a hearing under § 98.91 of this 
part, notify the Lead Agency in writing 
of additional issues which will be con-
sidered at the hearing. Such notice 
shall be published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER. If such notice is received by the 
Lead Agency less than 20 days before 
the date of the hearing, a postpone-
ment of the hearing shall be granted at 
the request of the Lead Agency or any 
other party. The hearing shall be held 
on a date 20 days after such notice was 
received, or on such later date as 
agreed to by the Assistant Secretary. 

(b) If, as a result of negotiations be-
tween the Department and the Lead 
Agency, the submittal of a Plan 
amendment, a change in the Lead 
Agency program, or other action by 
the Lead Agency, any issue is resolved 
in whole or in part, but new or modi-
fied issues are presented, as specified 
by the Assistant Secretary, the hearing 
shall proceed on such new or modified 
issues. A notice of such new or modi-
fied issues shall be published in the 
FEDERAL REGISTER. If such notice is re-
ceived by the Lead Agency less than 20 
days before the date of the hearing, a 
postponement of the hearing shall be 
granted at the request of the Lead 
Agency or any other party. The hear-
ing shall be held on a date 20 days after 
such notice was received, or on such 
later date as agreed to by the Assistant 
Secretary. 

(c)(1) If, at any time, the Assistant 
Secretary finds that the Lead Agency 
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